
Albeni Falls Dam spill operations remain restricted 

SEATTLE – Spill operations remain restricted at Albeni Falls Dam in Oldtown, Idaho, while U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ officials respond to the discovery of base metal flaws and defects identified on a spillway gate 
undergoing rehabilitation.  The flaws were discovered in April 2024 as part of a major gate rehabilitation contract 
initiated in June 2023.  

The Albeni Falls spillway gates are original to the dam, constructed in 1955.  Since the gates were fabricated at the 
same time using the same type of steel, USACE is developing a schedule to evaluate all gates and determine if 
similar, recently discovered defects exist.   

Current hydrologic modeling indicates maintaining current Lake Pend Oreille elevation until late May might be 
necessary.  Officials are monitoring real-time weather, streamflow trends and updating modeling predictions 
daily.  Once lakeshore flood risk passes, USACE will operate to meet normal summer pool elevations as quickly as 
possible.  

“We need to keep storage space available to guard against the potential for rain or snow events that can lead to 
sudden spring high inflows,” said Albeni Falls Dam Operating Project Manager Amanda Smith. “The basin is 
extremely large so there is a lot to consider when monitoring the conditions. These rain events can happen in any 
year, so we are being cautious during refill operations.” 

This weekend's temperatures are forecast to be the season’s warmest. This significant warming should provide 
more clarity on snowpack runoff and the Corps expects to issue an update on refill operations next week.  

To sustain current lake elevations, USACE may need to remove one gate next week when inflows are predicted to 
exceed full powerhouse capacity of approximately 30,000 cubic feet per second.   

 “The Corps continues to closely monitor upstream storage projects, streamflow, snowpack and weather forecasts,” 
said Smith. “We are adjusting our operations in real-time as conditions allow.”   

To receive email notifications for Albeni Falls Dam outflow changes and near-term lake elevation projections, 
email uppercolumbiawm@usace.army.mil and request to be added.  
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Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Albeni Falls Flow Update - 15 May 2024
1 message

Varner, David C CIV USARMY CENWS (USA) <David.C.Varner@usace.army.mil> Wed, May 15, 2024 at 9:39
AM

To: UpperColumbiaWM <UpperColumbiaWM@usace.army.mil>

Good morning,

Current Conditions:

Lake Pend Oreille Elevation at Hope: 2,055.32 feet

Albeni Falls Dam Outflow: 31,000 cubic feet per second (cfs)

Changes and Highlights:

Albeni Falls Dam outflow will increase from 31.0 kcfs to 36.0 kcfs at 10:00 PDT, then increase to 40.0 kcfs at
11:00 PDT today, May 15th.
We are currently operating with spill gate restrictions. The currently planned operation is to maintain current
lake elevations and maximize existing storage space. To accomplish this, one spill gate was removed on May
14th.
Even with very low snowpack being recorded in the basin, there still is significant uncertainty in the inflow
forecasts both in terms of total volume and timing (how fast the snow melts).  We are monitoring real-time
weather, streamflow trends, and updating modeling predictions daily.  Once lakeshore flood risk passes,
USACE will operate to meet normal summer pool elevations as quickly as possible. 

Short-term modeling forecasts are provided by the Northwest River Forecast Center. Their projections for Albeni
Falls Dam inflow, outflow, and Lake Pend Oreille elevation at the Hope gage can be found here:

http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/river/station/flowplot/flowplot.cgi?lid=ALFW1

The range of monthly inflow volume forecasts are provided by the Northwest River Forecast Center.

ESP Monthly Water Supply Volumes: PEND OREILLE - ALBENI FALLS DAM (noaa.gov)

Press releases for Albeni Falls Dam can be found here:

Seattle District News Releases (army.mil)

------------------------------------------------------------------------

David Varner, P.E.

http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/river/station/flowplot/flowplot.cgi?lid=ALFW1
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/river/station/flowplot/flowplot.cgi?lid=ALFW1
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/river/station/flowplot/flowplot.cgi?lid=ALFW1
https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/monthly/monthly_forecasts.php?id=ALFW1
https://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Releases/Tag/11960/albeni-falls-dam/










Hydrology Section

Seattle District Corps of Engineers

206-316-3155

------------------------------------------------------------------------



Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Form Letter Lake Level Issue
2 messages

Alison Murphy <alisonmurphyidaho@gmail.com> Thu, May 16, 2024 at 12:27 PM
To: lakescommission@gmail.com

Hi, 

Do you have a sample type form letter I can modify or work from in regard to the lake level issue?  I received an
email from Waterfront Property Management with all the contact information (Governor, Senators, IDL, corps, etc).
 I’m just curious is there’s a letter I can work from that has a more in-depth scope of the issues at play. 

From my end, my lakefront clients are losing their collective minds, but it will also damage the ability of several of my
clients to sell.  I can speak to this.  I know there’s a lot more I’m less informed on, so I’m hoping this is where you can
help?  

Any help you could provide would be most appreciated. 

Thanks!  Alison 

Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com> Thu, May 16, 2024 at 12:39 PM
To: Alison Murphy <alisonmurphyidaho@gmail.com>

Hi Alison,
Yes, "losing their collective minds" is the theme of my life right now! LOL

I am still working on a letter myself....this is challenging with so little information.  I will send you a template letter
ASAP.  

I think pictures will be helpful.  As you know, every site is different depending on whether there is a fixed dock,
floating dock, long launch, shallow or deep bay, size of boat, type of boating, etc....

I will be back in touch soon.

Molly McCahon
Lakes Commission
Executive Director
phone: (208)265-4568
work cell: (208)255-8825
email: lakescommission@gmail.com 
website: lakescommission.org

mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
http://lakescommission.org/


Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Lake Pend Oreille
1 message

BJ Holinka <dbholinka1@aol.com> Tue, May 14, 2024 at 9:24 AM
To: "lakescommission@gmail.com" <lakescommission@gmail.com>

RE:   Lake Pend Oreille Water Level

This letter is to let you know my concern how the fluctuating lake levels and the delay to fill the
Lake this Spring effect me as a property owner on the Lake on Bottle Bay.  The Holinka family
has owned property since 1962.  The family has enjoyed the summers on the lake and have
extended family and friends come from all over United States to enjoy their time on the water
and at our home.  I fear that will not be a possibility this summer.

If there are indeed repairs needed to Albeni Falls Dam, let's get them done.  My concern is that
we don't seem to be getting a lot of information about the problem(s).

I have specific questions:
Why was the dam inspection conducted in the Spring just prior to spring/summer recreation
expectations?   
Why was the dam not routinely inspected in the fall so any needed repairs could have been
made (or at least initiated) during the winter when the users of the Lake are at a minimum?
Are the people in charge, i.e. the Army Corps of Engineers working 24/7 to get this problem
fixed?
It would seem to me this problem is that important!!!

Please do what you can to get this problem solved.  We Lake Users would like more
information.  We Lake Users would like to have the “State Laws on the Books” followed so all
the involved parties have a say in Lake Pend Oreille issues.

I want to preserve Lake Pend Oreille beauty and use for future generations and protect the
rights of the 
people who have an invested interest in the Lake.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

BJ Holinka
571 East Bottle Bay Rd
Sagle, Idaho 83860
208-659-6545

https://www.google.com/maps/search/571+East+Bottle+Bay+Rd+Sagle,+Idaho+83860?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/571+East+Bottle+Bay+Rd+Sagle,+Idaho+83860?entry=gmail&source=g


Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Bonner County Tax Payer Concerns
2 messages

Brad Epker <bepker@gmail.com> Fri, May 17, 2024 at 8:47 AM
To: Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

(Molly, will you do me a favor and please review and feel free to edit any items that are inaccurate, or add
any facts you think need to be emphasized.  From there I will send this to the county commissioners and the
Mayor)

County Commissioners,

As a long time Bonner County Tax Payer with multiple properties throughout Bonner County, including 2 lake front
properties I have some significant concerns that I feel need to be addressed by our local government.  

My concerns start with the level of the lake not just this year, but every year. Clearly this year's situation is well
known by all of us, but the annual lake level has been a concern for many years.  It is my understanding through my
research that when the Albeni Falls Dam was constructed nearly 70 years ago, the Law required the Army Corps of
Engineers (ACE) to maintain the lake level to full summer pool for a minimum of 6 months a year. With recreation
being the number one priority as written in the law. Since that time, ACE has only complied with this law one year,
and the local businesses and residents are suffering significant financial damage because of this.  Every year ACE
has some reasoning for the lack of compliance, however most of these can be debunked with just the slightest bit of
logic.  (i am more than willing to discuss each at length)

As a waterfront taxpayer, I would like to know what our Elected Officials are doing to resolve this situation for this
year and future years.  Until we have a successful remedy from our Local and State Government, the Federal
Government will continue to take advantage of all or the residents of Bonner County and beyond!

If nothing is done to resolve this matter I feel the only solutions will be to prorated our Property Tax bills based on
actual time that the lake it at full pool.  As an example, if ACE continues to break the Law and only delivers 3 months
of the 6 months of full summer pool, I recognize that as 50% of the commitment to the Law, and therefore believe all
waterfront tax payers, should prorate their tax bill accordingly.  This should continue until you our elected officials
help your citizens resolve this issue that is costing us millions of dollars in lost tourism revenue.

I would be glad to discuss this issue further, and anticipate a timely response to the email.

Regards, 

Brad Epker
1123 West Oden Bay Road
Sandpoint, ID

1069 West Oden Bay Road
57 Lower Wyvern Way
10000 Schweitzer Mountain Road

Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com> Fri, May 17, 2024 at 9:16 AM
To: Brad Epker <bepker@gmail.com>

Good Morning,

I think your letter is spot on.  Below is an excerpt from Senate Doc #9 which is the legal document establishing
summer pool guidelines.  The quote below is actually from the Corps last years.  I have attached the document as
well.  I would include both in your email.  I would also attach pictures of your property.   

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1123+West+Oden+Bay+Road+Sandpoint,+ID?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1123+West+Oden+Bay+Road+Sandpoint,+ID?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/57+Lower+Wyvern+Way?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/10000+Schweitzer+Mountain+Road?entry=gmail&source=g


"Senate document number 9, on page 21, Chapter 3, paragraph 59, states the multipurpose nature of the project,
including recreation. The paragraph also states the following:"

1. “The proposed method of reservoir operation will provide simultaneously the maximum in system power
benefits and the maximum in flood-control benefits.”

2. “Flood above normal pool elevation 2,062.5 will be passed through the reservoir as rapidly as possible and
surplus waters will be impounded and held at normal pool level until fall, thereby stabilizing Pend Oreille
Lake levels through the spring and summer recreational period of about 6 months, in contrast with the rapid
recession of lake levels now experienced from June to September.”

Molly McCahon
Lakes Commission
Executive Director
phone: (208)265-4568
work cell: (208)255-8825
email: lakescommission@gmail.com 
website: lakescommission.org

[Quoted text hidden]

Senate_Doc_9.pdf
6079K

mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
http://lakescommission.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=069d4d2705&view=att&th=18f8756c9e0d3cbc&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_lwavsvcn0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=069d4d2705&view=att&th=18f8756c9e0d3cbc&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_lwavsvcn0&safe=1&zw


Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Lake Fill
2 messages

Brant Hinze <branthinze@yahoo.com> Fri, May 17, 2024 at 5:58 AM
To: Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Molly

Any update from the ACOE on lake fill forecast?

Regards

Brant Hinze

Sent from my iPad

Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com> Fri, May 17, 2024 at 7:45 AM
To: Brant Hinze <branthinze@yahoo.com>

Hi Brant,
We don't have any new information. But it appears they will definitely hold this level until end of May. I really hope
they realize the low flow conditions are not a flood risk and refill quickly beginning in June. So many people are upset
and can't access their slips or conduct business that they normally could this time of year. Please do keep writing
and blowing up the phone to the Congressional delegation and county commissioners. 

luke.omodt@bonnercountyid.gov
steven.bradshaw@bonnercountyid.gov
asia.williams@bonnercountyid.gov

I plan to send an "update"out today.
[Quoted text hidden]

mailto:luke.omodt@bonnercountyid.gov
mailto:steven.bradshaw@bonnercountyid.gov
mailto:steven.bradshaw@bonnercountyid.gov
mailto:asia.williams@bonnercountyid.gov
mailto:asia.williams@bonnercountyid.gov


Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Lake Pend Orielle
1 message

Craig Roberts <robertsc246@gmail.com> Mon, May 13, 2024 at 8:51 AM
To: "lakescommission@gmail.com" <lakescommission@gmail.com>

To whom it may concern:

I recently heard the US Corps of Engineers  will delay the filling of Lake Pend Oreille due to May “repairs to the
Albeni Falls Dam”.  I also discovered the Corps has decided to hold an extra 2 feet of water in Flathead Lake, which
drains into Lake Pend Oreille.   This is not acceptable if it lasts past the boating season. 

I own a fixed dock, the proposed delay will affect my ability to use our boat. This will have negative effects on the
local economy, tourism, fishing and activity on our lake guaranteed by Senate Document #9.

Additionally, I have pressing concerns regarding Regional General Permit Number 27 (RGP-27) for Lake Pend
Oreille and proposed rule changes by the Idaho Department of Lands (IDL). These developments have the potential
to impact my rights and the preservation of Lake Pend Oreille's native fish species, scenic beauty, and recreational
opportunities.

This proposed rule changes by the IDL present a an overreach and conflict with existing statutes, including the Lake
Protection Act and the state constitution.

I am very concerned with:

•Changes in the legal “ordinary water mark”, which affect all lakeshore property owners and their property rights

•Changes regarding native fish species, recreational opportunities and scenic beauty

My concern involves the Army Corps of Engineers introducing a new Regional General Permit specifically for Lake
Pend Oreille. This permit requires a biological opinion only for this lake, while other lakes in Idaho do not have the
same requirement. This inconsistency raises concerns about the fairness and effectiveness of the permitting
process.

I believe existing water rights and permits should be safeguarded and not be diminished by these proposed
changes. The Idaho Code explicitly protects these rights and emphasizes the state's commitment to fair and just
water resource management.

Lastly, our family has been in this area for the last 25 years, I think the officials of Idaho making these decisions have
to think about the potential lawsuits from ALL owners who could potentially lose millions of dollars in property values,



not to mention the loss in taxes that we have been accessed up to this point.   I have a fixed dock as well, so there
would also be the compensation for the expenses that were paid out to build the fixed dock, plus the expense of
building a new floating dock.  I would hope that the possible changes propose will be shut down and keep Lake Pend
Oreille the lake it is now!!

I would like to know your position on this matter.

Craig Roberts

Sagle ID 83860



Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

FW: Urgent Action Needed For Lake Pend Oreille
1 message

Jamie Brunner <Jamie.Brunner@deq.idaho.gov> Mon, May 13, 2024 at 4:11 PM
To: "lakescommission@gmail.com" <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Hi Molly,

Are you familiar with this?

Jamie

From: Lake Pend Oreille Alliance <info@savependoreille.net>
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2024 1:07 PM
To: Jamie Brunner <Jamie.Brunner@deq.idaho.gov>
Subject: Urgent Action Needed For Lake Pend Oreille

CAUTION: This email originated outside the State of Idaho network. Verify links and attachments
BEFORE you click or open, even if you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your agency service
desk with any concerns.

View this email in your browser

mailto:info@savependoreille.net
mailto:Jamie.Brunner@deq.idaho.gov
https://mailchi.mp/5011ae4d8e52/urgent-action-needed-for-lake-pend-oreille?e=e91fbab3e9


Urgent Action Needed For Lake Pend Oreille

Recently the US Corps of Engineers announced they will delay the filling of Lake Pend
Oreille due to May “repairs to the Albeni Falls Dam”.  However, our Alliance has also
discovered the Corps has decided to hold an extra 2 feet of water in Flathead Lake, which
drains into Lake Pend Oreille.  

If you boat on Lake Pend Oreille, or own a fixed dock, the proposed delay will affect
your ability to use your boat. This will have negative effects on the local economy, tourism,
fishing and activity on our lake guaranteed by Senate Document #9.

Additionally, we have pressing concerns regarding Regional General Permit Number 27
(RGP-27) for Lake Pend Oreille and proposed rule changes by the Idaho Department of
Lands (IDL). These developments have the potential to impact your rights and the
preservation of Lake Pend Oreille's native fish species, scenic beauty, and recreational
opportunities.

The proposed rule changes by the IDL present a potential overreach and conflict with
existing statutes, including the Lake Protection Act and the state constitution.

The Lake Pend Oreille Alliance is very concerned with:

•Changes in the legal “ordinary water mark”, which affect all lakeshore property owners
and their property rights

•Changes regarding native fish species, recreational opportunities and scenic beauty



Another concern involves the Army Corps of Engineers introducing a new Regional
General Permit specifically for Lake Pend Oreille. However, this permit requires a
biological opinion only for this lake, while other lakes in Idaho do not have the same
requirement. This inconsistency raises concerns about the fairness and effectiveness of
the permitting process.

We believe existing water rights and permits should be safeguarded and not be
diminished by these proposed changes. The Idaho Code explicitly protects these rights
and emphasizes the state's commitment to fair and just water resource management.

In light of these concerns, we urge you to take immediate action.

Contact your local representatives, the Idaho Department of Lands, and the Army Corps
of Engineers to express your concerns and advocate for the protection of your rights and
the preservation of Lake Pend Oreille. Your voice matters. Their contact information is
below.

By adding your voice, we can ensure that these developments align with state law and
prioritize the well-being of the lake and its inhabitants.

Let’s stand together to safeguard our rights and preserve the beauty of Lake Pend Oreille
for future generations.

Governor Little 

Email: https://gov.idaho.gov/contact/contact-us/ 

Telephone: 208-334-2100 

U.S. Senator Mike Crapo 

Email: https://www.crapo.senate.gov/contact/email-
me 

Telephone: 208-664-5493 

U.S. Senator James Risch 

Email: https://www.risch.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm/email 

Telephone: 208-667-6130 

Congressman Russ Flucher 

Email: https://fulcher.house.gov/email-me 

Rep Sage Dixon 

Email: SDixon@house.idaho.gov 

Telephone: 208-610-4800 

Rep Heather Scott 

Email: HScott@house.idaho.gov 

Telephone: 208-332-1190 

Idaho Department of Lands: 

Marde Mensinger 

MMensinger@idl.idaho.gov 

 Army Corps of Engineers  

Scott Lawrence   

aaron.s.lawrence@usace.army.mil 

https://savependoreille.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74441ddae07d262b9d8e936eb&id=5794079ddc&e=e91fbab3e9
https://savependoreille.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74441ddae07d262b9d8e936eb&id=5794079ddc&e=e91fbab3e9
https://savependoreille.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74441ddae07d262b9d8e936eb&id=0a4d8cdb57&e=e91fbab3e9
https://savependoreille.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74441ddae07d262b9d8e936eb&id=0a4d8cdb57&e=e91fbab3e9
https://savependoreille.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74441ddae07d262b9d8e936eb&id=0a4d8cdb57&e=e91fbab3e9
https://savependoreille.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74441ddae07d262b9d8e936eb&id=9e1647e013&e=e91fbab3e9
https://savependoreille.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74441ddae07d262b9d8e936eb&id=9e1647e013&e=e91fbab3e9
https://savependoreille.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74441ddae07d262b9d8e936eb&id=2816189aed&e=e91fbab3e9
https://savependoreille.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=74441ddae07d262b9d8e936eb&id=2816189aed&e=e91fbab3e9
mailto:SDixon@house.idaho.gov
mailto:HScott@house.idaho.gov
mailto:MMensinger@idl.idaho.gov
mailto:aaron.s.lawrence@usace.army.mil
mailto:aaron.s.lawrence@usace.army.mil


Telephone: (208) 667-0127 

Congressman Mike Simpson 

Email: https://simpson.house.gov/contact/ 

Telephone: 208-334-1953 

Senator Scott Herndon 

Email: SHerndon@senate.idaho.gov 

SHerndon@senate.idaho.gov 

Telephone: 208-610-2680 

Rep Mark Sauter  

Email: MSauter@house.idaho.gov 

Telephone: 208-332-1035 

Lake Commission: 

Ford Elsaesser & Molly McCahon  

Email: lakescommission@gmail.com 

Telephone: 208-265-4568 

City of Dover: 

Mayor Eskridge 

cityclerk@cityofdoveridaho.org 

Phone: (208) 265-8339 

City Of Sandpoint: 

Mayor Grimm 

Email: https://www.sandpointidaho.gov/your-
government/contact-us/e-mail-the-mayor 

Telephone: 208-265-1481 

Copyright (C) 2024 Lake Pend Oreille Alliance. All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website.

Our mailing address is:
Lake Pend Oreille Alliance 120 E Lake St Ste 101 Sandpoint, ID 83864-1366 USA
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Want to change how you receive these emails?
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I have serious concerns regarding the current modifications to the level of Lake Pend Oreille.  Not only 
does it appear that the US Corp of Engineers suddenly identify necessary repairs for the Albeni Falls Dam 
just before the Spring run off and fill period for Lake Pend Oreille;  I have also been informed that there 
are changes in water level in Flat Head Lake, Regional General Permit No. 27 and proposed rule changes 
by Idaho Department of Lands, proposed changes to “ordinary water mark”, and other proposed 
changes by the Army Corps of Engineers.  All of which have a negative impact on the use, recreational 
opportunities, and access to the property owners and tourists that use and enjoy Lake Pend Oreille.

I implore you to take action to protect the rights of the citizens and visitors that use and enjoy Lake Pend 
Oreille.

Respectfully,
Donald Morris
108 Indian Meadows Rd
Sandpoint, ID 83864
208-290-1528



Senator Crapo,

Thanks for your letter of May 16th .

The Army Corp letter is dated May 1st.   It came  2 days after Senator Tester’s letter dated April 29th  to the COE that
states that there is a defect in the manufacturing of the steel in the 70 year old gate. (See Attached)  Am I to
understand from your letter that a defect actually exists?

The COE did not have a letter from a structural engineer stating that there was a defect with a high probability of
failure in its 71st year.  

Is the COE saying that the manufacturer and contractor did not meet the standard at the time of installation? Or is it
a new specification?

My request is for you and your team to get involved the way that Senator Tester did.
A. Is there a defect?
B. Is there a report?
C. Why wasn’t the maintenance done in October after the lake drawdown?
D. Is the “routine” Inspection that you note routinely done the week before refilling the Lake?
E. Do you have any idea of the economic impact that results directly from this?

#1- I request a copy of the policies and procedures of maintenance for the gates with the critical path timing for the
inspection and rehabilitation of the spillway gates.

#2- I request a copy of the inspection report that says this affects life safety. I also request a copy of the credentials
of the individuals submitting the report that say there are defects that affect life safety.

#3- I request the economic impact study and the EIS for the change in operations.

#4- I request the engineering document that states probability of failure on a gate that has lasted 70 years to fail
on the 71st year.

Senator Tester wrote on April 29th :
Flathead Lake is extremely important to Montana's residents and economy. All of us in Montana want to see
Flathead Lake at or near full pool during the summer months. In the coming weeks and months, I stand
ready to work with the TMT, state, local and tribal governments and the Department of Interior to help
ensure the region is in the best position to mitigate drought conditions. Montanans have an opportunity here
to work together to achieve the best possible results.

Are they playing the Safety Card- Or is this a political decision?

Senator Tester was able to affect change for Montanans and Lake Pend Oreille is of the utmost importance to
Idahoans-With all due respect Sir, we request your help in determining the answer to these questions.  

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Jenny Hixson



From: Senator Mike Crapo <correspondence_reply@crapo.senate.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2024 6:57 AM
To: Jenny Hixson <jenny@sandpointwaterfront.com>
Subject: Correspondence from Senator Crapo

May 16, 2024

Jenny Hixson
10654 N Boyer Rd
Sandpoint, ID 83864-8857

Dear Jenny:

Thank you for contacting me regarding the operations of the Albeni Falls Dam. I appreciate hearing from you and
welcome the opportunity to respond.

The Albeni Falls Dam is a hydroelectric power plant managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). In April,
the USACE had to modify the spillway operations due to metal defects that were recently discovered on a single dam
gate. These defects were found during a routine inspection and rehabilitation. As you noted in your correspondence,
these defects have modified water flow and delayed changes in water level. According to the USACE, the current Lake
Pend Orielle water elevation will have to stay the same until late May. USACE will operate to meet normal summer pool
elevations as quickly as possible. To sustain current lake elevations, USACE may need to remove one gate when inflows
are predicted to exceed full powerhouse capacity of approximately 30,000 cubic feet per second. If you would like
information regarding the status of the Albeni Falls Dam, I have attached a helpful resource below:

https://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Locks-and-Dams/Albeni-Falls-Dam/

While I understand your frustrations regarding the speed and timing of these repairs, the safety concerns surrounding the
structural stability of Albeni Falls Dam’s gates remain paramount. I will continue to monitor the repair progress of the
Albeni Falls Dam. I appreciate you taking the time to share your views about this important issue.

Again, thank you for contacting me.  I appreciate you taking the time to share your thoughtful observations with me as it
is essential for me to know of the concerns of all Idahoans.  Please feel free to contact me in the future on matters of
interest to you.  You can also find more information about what is going on in the U.S. Senate as well as news releases,
photos and other items at my Senate website, https://www.crapo.senate.gov .

Sincerely,

Mike Crapo
United States Senator

MDC:BE

mailto:correspondence_reply@crapo.senate.gov
mailto:correspondence_reply@crapo.senate.gov
mailto:jenny@sandpointwaterfront.com
https://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Locks-and-Dams/Albeni-Falls-Dam/
https://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Locks-and-Dams/Albeni-Falls-Dam/
https://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Locks-and-Dams/Albeni-Falls-Dam/
https://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Locks-and-Dams/Albeni-Falls-Dam/
https://www.crapo.senate.gov/


Mon, May 13, 9:12 AM (4 days ago)
to me
Jennifer Ekstrom

Thanks Molly.. Hope you had a great weekend! Friday night was such a brilliant light show-WOW!
If you learn any insider scoop from the Corps about what is actually happening with the damages to the gate or gates and how they are planning to fix those, and if you are able to
share that info I'd be grateful.
Cheers,
Jennifer Ekstrom
North Idaho Director
208.318.5812

Idaho Conservation League
P.O. Box 2308
Sandpoint, ID 83864

https://www.idahoconservation.org/
Twitter  / Facebook / Instagram

https://www.idahoconservation.org/
https://www.idahoconservation.org/
https://twitter.com/idconservation
https://www.facebook.com/IdahoConservationLeague/
https://www.instagram.com/idahoconservationleague/
https://www.idahoconservation.org/donate/
https://www.idahoconservation.org/donate/


Sat, May 11, 6:20 AM (6 days ago)
to me
Brad Epker

Really! Flood risks! Seems to me more excuses to sell electricity and deny recreational access!



Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Fix It
2 messages

Jeff Penna <jpenna03@icloud.com> Fri, May 10, 2024 at 9:33 PM
To: lakescommission@gmail.com

The proposed rule changes by the IDL present a potential overreach and conflict with existing statutes,
including the Lake Protection Act and the state constitution.

The Lake Pend Oreille Alliance is very concerned with:
•Changes in the legal “ordinary water mark”, which affect all lakeshore property owners and their property
rights
•Changes regarding native fish species, recreational opportunities and scenic beauty

Another concern involves the Army Corps of Engineers introducing a new Regional General Permit
specifically for Lake Pend Oreille. However, this permit requires a biological opinion only for this lake,
while other lakes in Idaho do not have the same requirement. This inconsistency raises concerns about the
fairness and effectiveness of the permitting process.

We believe existing water rights and permits should be safeguarded and not be diminished by these proposed
changes. The Idaho Code explicitly protects these rights and emphasizes the state's commitment to fair and
just water resource management.
In light of these concerns, we urge you to take immediate action.
Jeff Penna
(509) 954-9718
jpenna03@icloud.com

Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com> Tue, May 14, 2024 at 4:11 PM
To: Jeff Penna <jpenna03@icloud.com>

Thank you for your email, Jeff.  
We share your concerns and are looking into this issue. 

If you would like to be added to our email list, I will send you updates as we learn more on this issue. 

Best,

Molly McCahon
Lakes Commission
Executive Director
phone: (208)265-4568
work cell: (208)255-8825
email: lakescommission@gmail.com 
website: lakescommission.org

[Quoted text hidden]

mailto:jpenna03@icloud.com
mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
http://lakescommission.org/


Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

FW: Economic Impact Study -----LPA economic study sample
1 message

Ralph Sletager <Ralph@sandpointwaterfront.com> Mon, May 13, 2024 at 1:42 PM
To: Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Hi Molly,

Attached is a copy of an Economic Impact Study on Lake Koshkonong Drawdown: A Debate on the Value of 2 Inches
of Water.

Thanks rs

06_02_kashian.pdf
124K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=069d4d2705&view=att&th=18f73b1d41115752&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=069d4d2705&view=att&th=18f73b1d41115752&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw


Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Lake Pend Oreille
1 message

Ned Wendle <nedp64@gmail.com> Sat, May 11, 2024 at 7:07 AM
To: Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

We have been mooring our boat in Sandpoint Marina for 25 years and have a family that has over a 100 year history
on or around Lake Pend Oreille. While we appreciate the Corp. for being diligent in fixing potential issues on the
Albeni Falls Dam and understand the importance of public safety, we are concerned about the impact on our boating
season, local economy, etc. which is already very short (May 19th - October 1st). 
We were wondering why the Corp. isn't conducting these types of inspections during the winter months when the
water is already down.

Therefore, we kindly ask that you conduct the inspections quickly and start to refill the lake so that we don't lose any
of our short season.
We are also very concerned about the army corps willingness to break contracted rules as it pertains to RGP 27 and
senate document #9. 

Respectfully,

Ned P. Wendle



Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Lake Level
2 messages

Kelly Prior <kprior@litehouseinc.com> Mon, May 13, 2024 at 8:41 AM
To: "lakescommission@gmail.com" <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Allegedly there are issues at the Albani Falls dam that is impeding the refill of Lake Pend Oreille this year.  Enough is
enough, between the tribe and the utility district, there is not adherence to the full pool for six months.  Dam
maintenance should be routine and through the winter when the lake level was down, so to have this crop up during
the filling of the lake is rather suspicious, especially during a year where the runoff is light and the ability for the dam
to generate as much electricity is low.

This lake was built for recreation and the utility benefit is only an additional perk.  It is time we took the lake back to
ensure its proper contribution to the Sandpoint, Hope, Dover, and Bayview communities.  It has been another tough
winter for tourism and the businesses and residents need this lake at full pool to make it through another year.  We
cannot accept further delays in filling the lake and/or continued ignorance around the requirement to keep it full.

It is time our legislators supported our communities and put their foot down to fight for the lake level.  Are they
prepared to lower our taxes for not having lake front for 10 months out of the year?  We can’t have it both ways.

Fill this lake!

Thank you.

Kelly Prior

Concerned Citizen

President/CEO Litehouse, Inc.

Kelly Prior   //   President & CEO    //    Employee Owner
Front Desk 208-920-2000
www.litehousefoods.com

https://www.litehousefoods.com/


Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com> Tue, May 14, 2024 at 4:21 PM
To: Kelly Prior <kprior@litehouseinc.com>

Hello Kelly,
Thank you for the email.  We share your concerns!  We are still unclear on what the actual situation is with the
spillway gates and we are asking the Corp to let us know asap.  
We will update you as we learn more. 

Best,

Molly McCahon
Lakes Commission
Executive Director
phone: (208)265-4568
work cell: (208)255-8825
email: lakescommission@gmail.com 
website: lakescommission.org

[Quoted text hidden]

https://www.litehousefoods.com/
https://www.litehousefoods.com/
mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
http://lakescommission.org/


Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Lake Pend Oreille
1 message

Lea Cody <leacody@gmail.com> Mon, May 13, 2024 at 4:21 PM
To: lakescommission@gmail.com

To whom it may concern,

Can you enlighten me on the changes being considered for the lake? It appears our rights and values will be affected
by these changes and our tourism will be deeply affected. I am very concerned about the issue. The lake will not be
full this year until July 1 - one full month later than normal and 1/3 of our summer season. I cannot put my boat at my
dock because there is nothing there but dirt. This is unacceptable and I need to know what is being done to protect
our property values and water rights!

Thank you!

--

Lea Cody



Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Lake Pend Oreille
2 messages

Rich Sugden <rsugdenmd@gmail.com> Sat, May 11, 2024 at 1:16 PM
To: SDixon@house.idaho.gov
Cc: HScott@house.idaho.gov, MMensinger@idl.idaho.gov, aaron.s.lawrence@usace.army.mil, Mader Erin
<lakescommission@gmail.com>, SHerndon@senate.idaho.gov, cityclerk@cityofdoveridaho.org, MSauter@house.idaho.gov

Dear Rep. Dixon, Rep Scott, Marde Mensinger, Scott Lawrence, Ford Elsaesser, Senator Scott Herndon, Mayor Eskridge,
Rep. Sauter, and Mayor Grimm, 

My wife and are are in our 80’s, and have a Summer home on Lake Pend Oreille that we have been enjoying for the past
30 years, especially since I have slowed down my family medicine practice, and have more time to be on the lake.

I share the concerns expressed below by the Lane Pend Oreille Alliance, and am getting concerned about the decisions
made about the lake level, and who is making them, and why.

I hope you are also concerned, and are looking into the reasoning behind the decisions, and are ensuring those decisions
are based on common sense, and fact … and not based on political one-ups-man-ship between agencies and
departments.

Thank you for all you are doing for our country, state and town … and keep up the good work.  And, thank you for your
attention to my concerns!!

Rich and Sue Sugden
Lot 3, Warren Is.land
Hope, Id

PS - I hope that you had a chance to see the Aurora Borealis last evening … this photo shot from the Hope Marina!



From: Lawrence, Aaron S CIV USARMY CENWS (USA) <Aaron.S.Lawrence@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2024 12:07 PM
Subject: News Release: Spill operations at Albeni Falls Dam remain restricted

Spill operations at Albeni Falls Dam remain restricted 

SEATTLE – Spill operations remain restricted at Albeni Falls Dam in Oldtown, Idaho, while U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ officials respond to the discovery of base metal flaws and defects identified on a
spillway gate undergoing rehabilitation.  The flaws were discovered in April 2024 as part of a major gate
rehabilitation contract initiated in June 2023. 

The Albeni Falls spillway gates are original to the dam, constructed in 1955.  Since the gates were fabricated
at the same time using the same type of steel, USACE is developing a schedule to evaluate all gates and
determine if similar, recently discovered defects exist.  

Current hydrologic modeling indicates maintaining current Lake Pend Oreille elevation until late May might
be necessary. 

Officials are monitoring real-time weather, streamflow trends and updating modeling predictions daily.
 Once lakeshore flood risk passes, USACE will operate to meet normal summer pool elevations as quickly
as possible. 

“We need to keep storage space available to guard against the potential for rain or snow events that can lead
to sudden spring high inflows,” said Albeni Falls Dam Operating Project Manager Amanda Smith. “The
basin is extremely large so there is a lot to consider when monitoring the conditions. These rain events can
happen in any year, so we are being cautious during refill operations.”

This weekend's temperatures are forecast to be the season’s warmest. This significant warming should
provide more clarity on snowpack runoff and the Corps expects to issue an update on refill operations next
week. 

To sustain current lake elevations, USACE may need to remove one gate next week when inflows are
predicted to exceed full powerhouse capacity of approximately 30,000 cubic feet per second.  

 “The Corps continues to closely monitor upstream storage projects, streamflow, snowpack and weather
forecasts,” said Smith. “We are adjusting our operations in real-time as conditions allow.”  

To receive email notifications for Albeni Falls Dam outflow changes and near-term lake elevation
projections, email uppercolumbiawm@usace.army.mil and request to be added. 

mailto:Aaron.S.Lawrence@usace.army.mil
mailto:Aaron.S.Lawrence@usace.army.mil
mailto:uppercolumbiawm@usace.army.mil


Albeni Falls Dam spill gate removed to mitigate flood risk 

SEATTLE – To sustain current Lake Pend Oreille elevations and mitigate lakeshore flood risk, U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ officials removed a spill gate on May 14, and reduced powerhouse flows to achieve the desired total 

outflow.   

During this operation, powerhouse flows were reduced to regulate the total flow increase to 5,000 cubic feet per 
second and the gate was removed without incident.  

Spill operations remain restricted at Albeni Falls Dam in Oldtown, Idaho, while USACE officials respond to the 
discovery of base metal flaws and defects identified on a spillway gate undergoing rehabilitation. The flaws were 
discovered in April 2024 as part of a major gate rehabilitation contract initiated in June 2023. 

USACE officials are minimizing spill gate movements, so rather than moving multiple  gates to regulate lake 
elevation, a single gate was fully removed. 

Current hydrologic modeling indicates maintaining current Lake Pend Oreille elevation until late May might be 
necessary. Officials are monitoring real-time weather, streamflow trends and updating modeling predictions daily. 

Once lakeshore flood risk passes, USACE will operate to meet normal summer pool elevations as quickly as 

possible.   

Even with lower-than-normal snowpack recorded in the basin, there still is significant uncertainty in the inflow 
forecasts both in terms of total volume and snowpack runoff timing.   

The Corps is closely monitoring upstream storage projects, streamflow, snowpack and weather forecasts, and 
officials are adjusting operations in real-time as conditions allow.  

“We need to keep storage space available to guard against the potential for rain or snow events that can lead to 
sudden spring high inflows,” said Albeni Falls Dam Operating Project Manager Amanda Smith. “The basin is 
extremely large so there is a lot to consider when monitoring the conditions. These rain events can happen in any 
year, so we are being cautious during refill operations.”  

 To receive email notifications for Albeni Falls Dam outflow changes and near-term lake elevation projections, 
email uppercolumbiawm@usace.army.mil and request to be added.  

### 
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Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Concern of Lake Pend Oreille
1 message

Paula Oswald <ejjposwald@yahoo.com> Tue, May 14, 2024 at 11:27 AM
To: "MSauter@house.idaho.gov" <msauter@house.idaho.gov>, "SDixon@house.idaho.gov"
<sdixon@house.idaho.gov>, "HScott@house.idaho.gov" <hscott@house.idaho.gov>, "MMensinger@idl.idaho.gov"
<mmensinger@idl.idaho.gov>, "aaron.s.lawrence@usace.army.mil" <aaron.s.lawrence@usace.army.mil>,
"SHerdon@senate.idaho.gov" <sherdon@senate.idaho.gov>, "lakescommission@gmail.com"
<lakescommission@gmail.com>, "cityclerk@cityofdoveridaho.org" <cityclerk@cityofdoveridaho.org>

May 14, 2024

To:  Idaho State and Federal Officials

My parents bought their 100feet of frontage property on Bottle Bay, Pend Oreille Lake in 1958-
59 on which they built their cabin.  Summers on the lake with five children was a treasure trove
of family memories.  Fishing, swimming, water skiing were some of those great activities, 
Watching for eagles, deer, geese and other birds enhanced the beauty of wildlife and the
relationship with humans. Two of my siblings still own that property.  My wife and I have bought
our own 50 foot frontage lot for our children and grandchildren on Bottle Bay.

If the existing rules and regulations are change so drastically that water levels are not raised to
allow land owners, guests, and visitors the privilege to use their existing fixed docks, it would
be a huge disservice to local business, marinas, dock repair and others around the lake.  It is
always a family activity to boat to Sandpoint for shopping, dinner and ice cream.

Pend Oreille Lake should be at max level, ordinary water mark, by Memorial weekend.  It
provides the perfect opportunity for local business to strengthen their economy, provide
opportunity for guests and locals to take advantage of lake and mountain activities plus enjoy
food, drink, concerts and relaxation.

The Lake Protection Act and the State Constitution were set in place many years ago to
protect the lake, land owners and guests and for future generations.  Existing water rights and
permits should be fair to all in Idaho.  Any changes should include ALL lakes in Idaho not just
Pend Oreille.  Any changes should be researched to protect and safe guard the beauty of the
Lake Pend Oreille area for now and the future.

We appreciate that the Albeni Falls Dam regulates the spring run-off.  This dam protects our
property from flooding.  We also know dropping the lake level in September helps with lack of
spring floods. 

 At this point, we cannot get our boat onto the lift attached to the fixed dock.  We hope that this
dilemma regarding RGP27 and Senate Document #9 are protecting Lake Pend Oreille with the
very best of interest.

Respectfully submitted

Jeff and Paula Oswald



ejjposwald@yahoo.com
509 455 6756

mailto:ejjposwald@yahoo.com


Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Lake Pend Oreille
3 messages

Rich Sugden <rsugdenmd@gmail.com> Sat, May 11, 2024 at 1:16 PM
To: SDixon@house.idaho.gov
Cc: HScott@house.idaho.gov, MMensinger@idl.idaho.gov, aaron.s.lawrence@usace.army.mil, Mader Erin
<lakescommission@gmail.com>, SHerndon@senate.idaho.gov, cityclerk@cityofdoveridaho.org, MSauter@house.idaho.gov

Dear Rep. Dixon, Rep Scott, Marde Mensinger, Scott Lawrence, Ford Elsaesser, Senator Scott Herndon, Mayor Eskridge,
Rep. Sauter, and Mayor Grimm, 

My wife and are are in our 80’s, and have a Summer home on Lake Pend Oreille that we have been enjoying for the past
30 years, especially since I have slowed down my family medicine practice, and have more time to be on the lake.

I share the concerns expressed below by the Lane Pend Oreille Alliance, and am getting concerned about the decisions
made about the lake level, and who is making them, and why.

I hope you are also concerned, and are looking into the reasoning behind the decisions, and are ensuring those decisions
are based on common sense, and fact … and not based on political one-ups-man-ship between agencies and
departments.

Thank you for all you are doing for our country, state and town … and keep up the good work.  And, thank you for your
attention to my concerns!!

Rich and Sue Sugden
Lot 3, Warren Is.land
Hope, Id

PS - I hope that you had a chance to see the Aurora Borealis last evening … this photo shot from the Hope Marina!



===============================================================================



Urgent Action Needed For Lake Pend Oreille

Recently the US Corps of Engineers announced they will delay the filling of Lake Pend
Oreille due to May “repairs to the Albeni Falls Dam”.  However, our Alliance has also
discovered the Corps has decided to hold an extra 2 feet of water in Flathead Lake, which
drains into Lake Pend Oreille.  

If you boat on Lake Pend Oreille, or own a fixed dock, the proposed delay will affect your
ability to use your boat. This will have negative effects on the local economy, tourism, fishing
and activity on our lake guaranteed by Senate Document #9.

Additionally, we have pressing concerns regarding Regional General Permit Number 27
(RGP-27) for Lake Pend Oreille and proposed rule changes by the Idaho Department of
Lands (IDL). These developments have the potential to impact your rights and the
preservation of Lake Pend Oreille's native fish species, scenic beauty, and recreational
opportunities.

The proposed rule changes by the IDL present a potential overreach and conflict with
existing statutes, including the Lake Protection Act and the state constitution.

The Lake Pend Oreille Alliance is very concerned with:

•Changes in the legal “ordinary water mark”, which affect all lakeshore property owners and
their property rights

•Changes regarding native fish species, recreational opportunities and scenic beauty

Another concern involves the Army Corps of Engineers introducing a new Regional General
Permit specifically for Lake Pend Oreille. However, this permit requires a biological opinion
only for this lake, while other lakes in Idaho do not have the same requirement. This
inconsistency raises concerns about the fairness and effectiveness of the permitting process.



We believe existing water rights and permits should be safeguarded and not be diminished
by these proposed changes. The Idaho Code explicitly protects these rights and emphasizes
the state's commitment to fair and just water resource management.

Lake Pend Oreille Alliance

Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com> Tue, May 14, 2024 at 4:19 PM
To: Rich Sugden <rsugdenmd@gmail.com>

Hello Rich,
Thank you for the email.  We share your concerns!  We are still unclear on what the actual situation with the spillway
gates is and we are asking the Corp to let us know asap.  
We will update you as we learn more. 

Best,

Molly McCahon
Lakes Commission
Executive Director
phone: (208)265-4568
work cell: (208)255-8825
email: lakescommission@gmail.com 
website: lakescommission.org

[Quoted text hidden]

Rich Sugden <rsugdenmd@gmail.com> Tue, May 14, 2024 at 5:11 PM
To: Mader Erin <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Thanks Molly … a beautiful few days at the lake!!

Rich - from Warren Is.
[Quoted text hidden]

Rich Sugden M.D.
rsugdenmd@gmail.com

If you forward this email please delete the forwarding history, which includes my email address. It is a courtesy
to me and others who may not wish to have their email addresses sent all over the world! Erasing the history
helps prevent Spammers from mining addresses and viruses. Thanks for your consideration.

mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
mailto:lakescommission@gmail.com
http://lakescommission.org/
mailto:rsugdenmd@gmail.com












































































































































Molly McCahon <lakescommission@gmail.com>

Crickets
1 message

Win <win@integrityassurance.us> Tue, May 14, 2024 at 8:49 AM
To: lakescommission@gmail.com

Molly,

The latest online graph from the ACE shows they are not filling the Lake until July.  Is there any help coming from
any of our elected officials?  Or, are we being punished for our conservative values?  Just a thought as the rationale
published by the Corps does not pass the smell test.

Win Taylor
Sagle

Sent from my T-Mobile 5G Device




